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DISCONTINUANCE OF THE 


The Mission at its last meeting vo 
the publication of the Messenger as such. W 
not fulfilling in the way it should the purpo 
the friends at home. <A special Committee is 
substitute for the Messenger other forms of 
more interestingly and better the work that — 
ciate greatly the interest that you have shov 
many friends that it has made. We know tl 
magazine you have come to know us and ou 
had a greater interest in what we are tryin; 
Kingdom of our Master. We feel that the ! 
to issue in place of the Messenger wiil brin. 
and will make your interest in this common 
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ng voted that it would discontinue 
ch. We felt that the magazine was 
purpose of presenting our- work to 
ttee is at work now on plans to 

1s of publication’ that shall tell you 
that we are doing here. We appre- 
e shown in this magazine and the 
now that thru the means of this 

nd our work better and you have 
trying to do here in spreading the 
the 'etters and sheets that we plan 
1 bring you to know us even better 
mmon work more vital. 
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OCTOBER, 1917. 


Beginnings. 


In spite of discouragements 
over China’s present political 
plight, and the slow progress of 
the Christian movement, it is 
good to note continuing signs of 
progress along various lines. 
Foochow has just had her first 
“state fair”, and is building her 
first modern’ country highway. 
The Christians here are planning 
their first social service confer- 
ence,and the mission schools have 
held their first large teachers’ 
institute. 


Political Conditions. 

So far Fukien has not entered 
into the conflict between the 
North and South. The sym- 
pathies of the people seem to be 


mainly with Canton, but Gover- 
nor Li with a large garrison of 


Northern troops is keeping the 


province outwardly loyal to Pe- 
king, and is carefully guarding 
the Canton border. Lawlessness 
is on the increase, and thefts and 
robberies are becoming common. 
A couple of days ago four robbers 
were executed (by shooting) in 
public. At Hinghwa two hun- 


dred young men are said to have 
organized themselves into a gang, 
calling themselves “The Brave 
Club”. They insult women on 


the street and assault enemies 
of any of the yang. 


New Roads. 


The government is planning 
motor roads from Foochow to 
Chuanchow, 100 miles south, and 
to Yenping, 120 miles inland. 
Work has already started on the 
latter, and between the city and 
the Upper Bridge, fields, houses 
and widows arches are making 
room for a well-graded modern 
highway. 


The Industrial Exhibition. 


For two weeks in September 
the grounds and buildings of the 
South Park were used for an ex- 
hibition of Fukien products, both 
natural and manufactured. The 
grounds were illuminated at 
night, and the attendance was 
very large. The exhibits were of 


great educational value to foreign- 


ers as well as Chinese. Among 
the noteworthy features were 
large relief maps of different dis- 
tricts showing local products, 
wax figures of men and women 
at work in various industries, a 
building in the shape of a boat 
containing a fine fisheries ex- 
hibit, the electric exhibit, and a 
big panorama of paintings and 
figures representing the whole 
world. 
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A Notable Birthdav. 


On October 1 the Governor's 
mother celebrated her seven- 
_tieth birthday anniversary. One's 
seventieth birthday is a great 
event in China, especially if one 
has devoted sons with sufficient 
money, and the governor is said 
to have spent eight thousand dol- 
lars on the party in her honor. 
There were present a large num- 
ber of officials and gentry from 
this and other provinces, and 
about seventy-five foreigners 
including consuls, business men 
and missionaries and their wives. 
The governor’s yamen consists of 
alot of rambling old buildings, 
spread over a couple of acres. 
Tke whole place seemed to be 
filled with gorgeous congratu- 
latory scrolls (gifts of guests), 
paper flowers and lanterns and 
_ big red candles. After paying 
our respects to the Governor and 
his mother, the foreigners were 
served an elaborate foreign ban- 
quet, and treated to a Chinese 
theatrical performance, a stage 
for which had been erected in 
the yamen vrounds. 


_ Cooperation with Government 
Schools. 


Hitherto government and mis- 
sion schools have had little to do 
with each other, but on October 
2 an event took place which 
promises greater cooperation in 
the future. On that evening the 
principals of the higher govern- 
ment schools and those of the 
mission middle schools and col- 
leges met together at dinner at 
the Y.M.C. A., and discussed 
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the problems of morality in the 
schools and of sex education. 
Plans were made to have lec- 
tures given on the above subjects 


in the various schools. The meet- 


ing was called by the inspector 
of government schools who him- 
self is a Christian. 


The Teachers’ Conference. 


The first Higher Primary 
Teacher’s Conference to be held 
in North Fukien convened in 
September of this year from the 
fifth to the twelfth. Though the 
Missions working in this part of 
China seem to have been a long 
while getting together for such a 
conference, yet when they did 
go in for it they went in witha 
will. Each of the three missions 
was represented, and well repre- 
sented. Over one hundred and 
twenty teachers attended, fairly 
evenly divided between men and 
women, and.also between the 
three missions. The eight High- 
er Primary schools of the Amer- 
ican Board Mission were all rep- 
resented, and our farthest sta- 
tion, Shaowu, two hundred and 
fifty miles up the river sent five 


teachers! 


The daily schedule as arranged 
by the committee although fol- 
lowed without change through- 
out, proved to be too hard for 
the hot weather that prevails here 
during the first part of Septem- 
ber. Each day began with a 
“morning watch” and at eight 
a’clock the teachers assembled in 
three groups for topieal confer- 
ences. The three groups were 
of about equal size, the first con- 
sidering the subjeet of Arith- 
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metic, the second English and 
the third Chinese Classics. In 
the same way- during the next 
period the subjects considered 
were Bible, Geography and Chi- 
nese classics and composition. 
At ten o'clock was the morning 
Chapel at which time a series of 
very helpful inspirational ad- 
dresses were made by the leading 
Chinese and foreign pastors. At 
eleven o’clock the whole confer- 
ence met together for a general 
discussion under the subject 
“The Higher Primary as a Start 
in Life”. Under this title we 
considered such matters as; the 
reasons for so many of our stu- 
dents leaving school without 
finishing the course; fitting the 
course of study to meet local 
conditions; vocational and manual 
training. In the afternoon first 
hour, from three to four, the 
conference again divided their 
forces, this time according to sex, 
the women meeting together to 
consider such subjects as Home 


Making, Nursing, and the work. 


of such organizations as the 
Camp Fire Girls. The men dis- 
cussed Personal Hygiene for 
boys, The Boy’s Scout Movement, 
Early Marriages, and First Aid. 

At four o’clock came the reg- 
ular study hour of the confer- 
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ence when all met together and 
attempted totake up MeMurray’s 
“How to Study.” The afternoon 
session closed with an hour of 
physical work under the super- 
vision of especially competent 
directors. An hour’s lecture in 
the evening on general educa- 
tional problems closed each day. 
In spite of an over crowded 
programme aud very hot weather 
the conference was a decided suc- 
cess. On the last day the dele- 
gates voted heartily in favor of 
holding a conference next year. 
This success was in no small 
measure due to the beautiful sur- 
roundings oftered by grounds and 
buildings of the Woman’s Col- 
lege of South China. Their wide- 
halls and spacious class rooms 
lent themselves wonderfully to 
the needs of the conference. 
The expenses of the conference 
were met by each school, which 
sent delegates, contributing fif- 
teen dollars toward the expenses, 
while each delegate paid a regis- 
tration fee of one dollar. The 
latter amount nearly paid the 
individuals board for the confer- 
ence. The fifteen dollars more 
than met all expenses, so there 
will be a balance to be returned 
to different schools. ager 


(G. M. N.) 


Eavesdropping on the Editors’ Meeting. 


The pime shadows are length- 


ening across the grass. Voices 


float up to my window, from the 
shady porch below, where tea 
and cakes have just held sway. 
hear the dull scratch of a pen- 


cil, rivalling the Kuliang cicada 
vibrating merrily on the trank 
of a nearby pine. The “Foochow 
Messenger” Board of Editors is 
meeting; that is, the feminine 
part, for you see “Mr. Neff is in 
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Japan and Mr. Belcher doesn’t 
have to be here. He is only the 
business manager!” 

It seems to be.a serious mat- 
ter, this planning of the material 
for the Kuliang number, judging 
by the busy sounds below me. 

“We want to give the folks at 
home a birdseye view of a Ku- 
liang summer.” 

“Did your house leak badly 
during that last little typhoon? 
We had to— 

“Yes, we don’t want them 
think we simply come up here to 
‘hibernate’ until the hot weather 
is over. We must mention the 
week of Evangelism conference, 
the Educational conference, our 
own Mission meeting, and——” 

“Don’t ask Mr. Belcher to 

write up our Mission meeting. 
Why, Mrs. Belchersays that when 
ever anyone wants anything done 
they come to him.” 
“But we must not give the 
impression in this number that 
we do nothing all summer but 
confer and ‘commit’ and attend 
church services.” 

“Wasn't thatagood sermon last 
Sunday? I wonder who preaches 
next Sunday. Did you hear——2” 

“I think”, the pencil wielder 
speaks up “we want a good write- 
up of the recreation side, picnics, 
walks, tennis and——” | 

“Oh, the funniest thing hap- 
pened the other night when——” 
A peal of laughter ascends. Then 
all is calm a few minutes, the 

_ Board seems to have made some 
headway in their list. 
_ “How good Edward was to let 
you go off last night!” 
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invite— 


“Yes, I told him he might have 
some potato for his supper. That 
is a special treat”. 

“Aren’t we going to have any 
Station news? I can’t let the 
opportunity go by for announc- 
ing Baby Riggs’ arrival!”—This 
from the Shaowv-ite. 

“T’ll tell you, let’s have someone 
write up ‘A Vacation Day in the 
Mission Treasurer’s Office!”. 


“Ask Ray Gardner. He'll make 
it spicy!”. | 

“Fine”. 

“Tell me about the Kushan 
description in the last number. 
How did the Abbott happen to 
? 

The questioner is enlightened; 
the high rate of exchange is dis- 
cussed, especially with regard to 
its effect upon winter raiment; 
experiences with curio men are 
recounted. 

“Well, suppose we hear our 
table of contents, and contribu- 
tors”, suggests the Shaowuite, 
This is followed by the enumer- 
ation. 

“We will have to have more 
than that to fill this number”, 
insists the pencil wielder. 

“You will be surprised to see 
how much space that will fill’. 
comforts the experienced one, 
“Once [———” 

“The sound of a closing watch 
floats upward, followed by the 
businesslike request from the 
Mother of Susan,” Which sub- 
jects shall I be responsible for? 
I must go now”. 

The headings are duly divided 
among the “Board”, with the 
emphasis upon “be responsible 


| 
. 
>. 
3 
4 
r 
? 
- 
~ 
>. 


THE FOOCHOW MESSENGER. 5 


>? 


for’. 
over the stone floor is heard. The 


The scraping of chair legs 


Shaowu member 
tennis racket, 
Susan takes the southward path, 
the experienced one stops a mo- 


goes for her 


Would that during our Mis- 


sion Meeting this suminer we 


had voted you all the privileges 
of the floor, then you could have 
seen for yourselves what fun a 
mission meeting can be and not 
depend on me for an account! 

We had two main topics for 
consideration; our 1918 Appro- 
priations (the money sent out 
from home), and Self-support in 
the Chinese churches. As our 
money from home, as well as 
work out here, is divided into 
Womens’ Work and Mens’ Work, 
we, in order to expedite affairs, 
began with a harmonious split. 
The men and women first met 
separately to prepare their own 
financial budyet and call for new 
workers. 

Our hostesses were Mrs. Newell 
and Mrs. Gillette. If you are 
not already acquainted with these 
ladies, do not miss an oppor- 
tunity to meet them. Another 


nice thing was that their homes 


were not so far apart but that 
we could exchange messages. 
Our joint sessions were held in 
the Kuliang Club. Yes, we have 
a Club as well as a Church on 
the mountain top, because some 
of the four-hundred who gather 
here during the summer are quite 
unwilling to use the Church for 


the Mother of 


ment to chat, the pencil is again 
returned to its lacquer holler. 

The pine shadows have reached 
the far hillside. The Foochow 
Messenger board for the Ku- 
liang Number have met. 


Mission Meeting. 


entertainments and the like. We 
take turns renting the Club 
House for our various mission 
meetings. 

Our first subject for consider- 
ation was the Appropriations for 
1918. There was no lack of in- 
terest in this subject, with ex- 
change already above sixty, soon 
to reach seventy and eighty, as 
well as prices soaring. Is it pos- 
sible that this is one of those sub- 


jects the less there is of it, the 


more you have to talk! The first 
half of this year we bad voted 
that only for general work would 
we ask the American Board and 
Women’s Boards to grant usarate 
of two dollars silver to one dollar 
gold, and we certainly appre- 
ciated the letter read from the 
American Board thanking us for 
this bit of economy. But what 
about the next six months? The 
men went into a “committee of 
the whole” ana called for a con- 
fessional from each one as to how 
they had managed during the 
last six months. They seemed 
to find a peculiar humor in the 
situation. Some, to make good, 
had to draw from one to three 
hundred dollars on a nest egg 
accumulated before they became . 
missionaries. Others, vy “going 
without clothes”, had barely come 
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out even. Still another had got 
married, but that, while good, 
has its limitations. With ex- 
change growing worse every day, 
we decided that we would have 
to ask for a two to one rate on 
our salaries also. 


The discussions over mone 
asked for general work and 
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for the strongest growth of the 
Chinese Church. 


ated for correcting the weak 
points in the Church’s self-sup- 
port, or lack of it. For one thing, 
we approved the plan of having 
the yeaily native contributions 


A Various policies were formu- 


of each church increased at least 


special gifts, for houses, hospital) five dollars; also that each church 


an! schools, took even more tim 

than for salaries, and when it 
came to supplying new workers 
for old vacancies, we just sat and 
looked at each other, hoping some 


one would have an idea, but no 


one was able to produce even a 
loose rib! When it caine to creat+ 
ing necessary funds some of us 
felt we were threatened with 
mental exhaustion. I know, for 


I was on a committee to show 
how the “must be done” might 
be accomplished when we were 


confronted by an “impossible”. 
Upon receipt of fifteen hundred 
dollars we will gladly furnish 
many complicated details to any- 
one desiring further information 
on the subject. 


It would be hard to say which 
was the more interesting discus- 


sion, our first, over the appro- 


priations from home, or the se- 
cond, over self-support in the 
Chinese Churches. The latter is 
one of those subjects so easy to 
discuss, as here you tell the other 
fellow what he ought to do, and 
what you plantodo! A “Policy 
Meeting”, we call it. However 
our real reason for discussing the 
subject was that we might work 
more definitely and unitedly 
toward what we felt would make 


have its own lay treasurer and 
finance conmittee; that a yearly 
printed report be made; that the 
money in each church be raised 
by an every-member weekly con- 
tribution; that each church bud- 
get include all features of the 
work of that church, both for men 
and women; and, in general, for- 
eign aid toward chureh buildin 

shall not exceed one-half of the 
total cost. All of this is much. 
more easily said than done, or we. 
wouldn’t be saying them now 

ith one united voice. 


Don’t think, however, that we 
agreed on all points discussed. 
We are neither dead nor omnis- 
cient! One such argued point 
was “What representation shalk 
the Chinese Church have on the 
finance committee in disbursing 
our General Work money? 
“Some seemed to approve of full 
representation even when the 
Church was not “taxed”. Others 
would grant representation with 
“slight taxation”, while still 
others called for representation 
in proportion to “taxation” An- 
other unsettled question eoncern- 
ed the representation of women 
on finance committees, either in 


their own Church or on the cen-. 


tral committee. 
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Believing that you cannot get 
support for inefficient workers, 
and that we should not have 
them anyway, the ladies incor- 
in their policy a standard 
4% for Bible-women and women of 

the Church. This gives the least 
pasos of calls a Bible-woman 

BV should make each week, the Bible 
Classes she should have, the de- 
sire that she keep a list of all wo- 


men church goers and visit them, 


and that she send in a quarterly 

report to the missionary in 

harge. For the women Church 
[en the policy is that no 
woman be received until she has 
brought some one else to Christ 
and the study of His Word. It 
would also have each woman a 
Bible student and an evangelistic 
worker. 


So much for policies and re- 
solutions! A Church meeting 


well as ours. 
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these idealx might well be a 
model. Put at best, our policies 
can only be guide-posts or goals. 
It is the living Spirit of God we 
must have to bring life out of 
death. His Church must fight 
to live. A Chureh without a 
spirit-filled leader will, at best, 
only fight to die. Usually the 
dry rot of Smug Content attacks 
us. But the Church with the 
Spirit-filled leader brings quite 
as surprising results here as at 
home. It may not always be ac- 
cording to the proscribed policy, 
but it always aims toward some- 
thing better. ‘That these policies 
may be real guide-posts and in- 
centives to better work, can, 
through prayer, be your work as 
We ask you to 
share it with us. : 

Miss Josephine Walker. 


H Wacation Day in the Treasurer’s Office. 


The summer heat suddenly 
descends upon Foochow like a 
steaming hot blanket. It be- 
comes almost unbearable. Every 
one wishes to be done with the 
toil and heat and be off to Ku- 
liang where one can find rest on 
the cool mountain top. Here 
one can forget, for a while, the 
burdens of the work below and 
devote oneself to recreation and 
do as one pleases. In the morn- 
ing you can attend a committee 
meeting or go to some sort of a 
conference—they are going on 
most all the time—and in the 
afternoon you can sleep, play 
tennis, walk or picnic. Kuliang 
is the haven of rest for the people 


of Foochow and from other parts 
of the province as well. 

But, come with me and I will 
take you to a house on Kuliang 
where the wheels never cease to 
go around. This is the office of 
Mr. Belcher, the treasurer of the 
American Board Mission. In Foo- 
chow or on Kuliang it isn’t “Let 
George do it”, but “Let Belcher 
do it”, and Mr. Belcher always 
does it, does every thing that 
comes his way, in spite of the 
protests of his good wife that he 
should. give at least a little of his 
time to his family. If you want 
to have a perfectly restful sum- 
mer, don’t live at the home of 
the treasurer. I know, because 
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I lived there last summer. It is 
one thing after another from the 
time he rises until evening and 
some times even after that. 

This is a sample of a vacation 
day in the treasurer’s office. Af- 
ter breakfast he takes out one of 
his numerous account books,— 
somehow they always have to be 
balanced up just as summer time 
comes and with his right hand 
over his Chinese abacus, (the best 
substitute he has for an adding 
machine) starts figuring up his 
accounts. He hasn‘t been work- 
ing very long before his Chinese 
assistant comes in and is given 
some thing todo. Mrs. Belcher 
may be given a letter or two to 
typewrite. Then he turns to his 
books again, when from the door- 
way comes, “Good morning, Mr. 
Belcher, sorry to trouble you 
but 1 would like to see you fora 
few minutes about my account”. 
“Just a minute. Just a minute”, 
_ replies Mr. Belcher, rattles the 
abacus a little more and then 
turns around. “Good morning. 
Glad to see you. Sit down. 
What’s the trouble.” Then the 
inquirer wants to know how it is 
that the statement of his account 
just sent him by the treasurer 
does not tally with his own ac- 
count. Mr. Belcher then explains 
to him that he has made certain 
purchases at home which have 
been deducted from this month’s 
salary account and so there re- 
mains that balance. Before he 
has finished with this person 
some one else enters the office 
and wants to know if Mr. Belcher 
will give her a check of a certain 
amount.on Shanghai. “Certainly, 
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certainly”, seys Mr. Belcher and 
attends to this matter. The as- 
sistant asks a question here and 
Mr. Belcher then helps him out. 
Outside, a Chinese has_ been 
standing near the door-way for 
half an hour or so waiting for an 
opportunity to get a word in. A 
certain lady on Kuliang had her 
house cleaned by her landlord 
and now she refuses to pay this 
man. Would Mr. Belcher please 
write a note to her explaining 
that the bearer is a brother of 
the landlord and would like to 
receive the pay for having wash- 
ed the house, his brother having 
gone away for a while. | 

Mr. Belcher then works on 
uninterrupted for another hour 
until lunch time, when witha 


. sigh he closes his books and goes 


out on the porch that overlooks 
Foochow valley and sits down to 
lunch. The soup is just finished 
when some one “drops in”. “Ex- 
cuse me Mr. Belcher, but I want- 
ed to be sure and catch you in. 
Can you please cash a check for 
me?” Mr. Belcher assures him 
that he will be glad to and then 
returns to finish his meal. 

After lunch Mrs. Belcher says, 
“Harold, you must get some rest. 
Come and lie down for a while.” 
Then all is quiet in the house for 
awhile. Suddenly there is heard 
on the door, rap, rap, rap. “A 
note for Mr. Belcher”. A notice 
that there will be, this afternoon, 
a meeting of the Ku-liang Coun- 
cil. Mr. Belcher as secretary of 
the Council is requested to at- 
tend the meeting. 

At dinner that evening Mrs.. 
Belcher explains to her husband: 
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that he is supposed to be having Such is a vacation day in the 


a vacation on Kuliang ani she 


_ wishes he would bear it in mind. 


The Conterence 


Every year the Conference on 
Evangelism, held the first week 


jn August on Kuliang, gains in 


interest. Here are gathered to- 
gether all those who are inter- 
ested in evangelistic work, not 
only in Fukier province but from 
other parts of China as well. It 


is worthy of note that mission- 


aries engaged in educational and 
medical work are as keenly in- 
terested and take as active part 
in discussions as those who are 
more directly engaged in evangel- 
istic work. The Conference on 
Evangelism has in the three or 
four years of its inception suc- 
ceeded in making itself the big- 
gest event of our Kuliang sum- 
mer. 

In conjunction with this Con- 
ference is held what has long 
been known on Kuliang as “Con- 
vention Week.” The Convention 
Was inaugurated years ago as a 
means of bringing inspiration 
and spiritual help to the mis- 
sionary body through devotional 
talks or Bible readings either by 
some well-known religious lead- 
er from England or America or 
by gifted men of our own number. 
The Convention is now correlated 
with the Conference on Evangel- 
ism, a devotional study with 
prayer being given at the morn- 
ing nine o'clock hour, and the 
Conference on Evangelisin begin- 
ning at half past ten. Certain 


treasurer's office on Kuliang. 
Ray Karl Gardner. 


on Evangelism. 


phases of evangelistic and church 
life are covered each year by 
papers and discussions. 

This year the meetings were 
presided over by Dr. W. L. Beard 
of our mission, who also spoke at 
a nine o'clock service. Rev. E. D. 
Kellogg of Shaowu also gave a 
Bible reading at the Convention | 
hour, while at the Conference on 
Evangelism, the American Board 
was represented on the program 
by the Rev. C. L. Storrs, of Shaowu. 

The topics for discussion at 
the Conference were largely 
centered around Rural Evangel- 
ism. “The Fostering of a True 
Church Life in Country Districts”, 
“How to Present the Message”, 
“How the Lord’s Day can be 
made Profitable and Attractive in 
Home and Chureb”, and “the 
Problem of a Healthy Social Life 
in the Church” were the subjects 
considered this year. 

In the discussion of Rural 
Evangelism it was felt by the 
Conference that while we must 
increasingby depend on Chinese 
evangelists yet there should be a 
much larger proportion of mis- 
sionaries, giving their full time to 
evangelistic work and going out 
and working with the Chinese 
evangelists. | 

A method of establishing new 
centers for work, suggested by 
the Rev. D. MacLeod of Formosa 
and endorsed-by the Conference 
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was that of establishing a band 
of workers for three weeks or a 
month in one place until a good 
beginning had been made and 
then makiny one of the nearer 
churches responsible for that 
district. 

It was also felt that the life 
of a new church would be bet- 
ter expressed in the winning of 
others to Christ than in the 
premature erection of places of 
worship. 3 

In the discussion of how to 
make the Lord’s Day profitable 
and attractive it was noticeable 
that the whole discussion was 
constructive rather than restric- 
tive in character. The Conference 
was especially concerned with 
suggestions of how to cultivate 
more reverence for the Lord’s 
Day and His house, how to make 
the services and the church itself 
more attractive and the need of 
giving every Christian something 
to do, such as welcoming worship- 
pers, leading singing classes, 
teaching bible classes, telling 
Scripture stories, visitation work, 
etc. | 

The fact that Sunday has been 
made by the Chinese officials a 
government and school holiday, 
makes it imperative that we 
should press home the Christian 
significance of the day. 

The quesion of a healthy social 
life in the church was presented 
by Miss Mary Carleton, a young 
Chinese woman trained in Amer- 
ica, who is finding her life work 


in social service in her home land. . 
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Her paper was of unusual inter- 
est because of the insight that 
she has into the lives of her own 
people. Miss Carleton’s work is 
in connection with an institu- 
tional church in Foochow. The 
problem of how to develop the 
social and family life of China 
while still preserving the best 


of her customs and traditions 


is always a fruitful subject for / 
discussion. And the discussion 
ranged from church socials, 
picnies, special “Mother’s Days,” 
“Children’s Days,” celebration of 
Easter and Christmas, to joint 
church committees of men and 
women, and the necessity of 
urging the family meal as a bond 
of social life, instead of the men 
of the family eating first and 
the women afterward as is the 
usual custom in pagan China. _ 
One hour of the Conference is 
devoted to discussing the “Find- 
ings” which are printed for circu- 
lation and are also sent to the 
China Continuation Committee, 
while the last day is given to 
intercession. On the Sunday 
following Convention week the 
missionary body unites in the. 
Union Communion service, con- 
ducted in turn by representa- 
tives of the diffierent Missions. 
Wearedrawn together as mem- 
bers of Christ’s body by this week 
of fellowship, discussion, inter- 
tercession and communion in a 
strong and sympathetic manner 
and its spirit of helpfulness is 
felt throughout the whole year. 
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Che Lducational Hssociation. 


“To keep abreast of the times” 
would be all too meagre a setting 
forth of the problem of the edu- 
cational missionary in China. 
Were we adequate to the task, the 
making of the times might almost 
be ours. To recognize the best 
in old and new methods used at 
home, to adapt this best—in spite 
of the difficulties of language and 
enviroument—to the needs and 
capacity of the Chinese student, 
to be,informed of all developments 
in the work of government and 
private native schools, and to 
keep in the forefront of progress 
in this respect, increasingly to 
adapt our curricula to the en- 
vironment of the pupils so as 
really to fit them to cope with 
life,and still increasingly to make 
our schools a rea] evangelistic 
agency,—a means of bringing the 
Life more Abundant to our stu- 
dents and to our communities— 
these are a few of the tasks to 
which we must set ourselves as 
best we may, and for mutual aid 
in solving these problems there 
has been organized the Educa- 
tional Association of Fukien, to 
membership in which all mission- 
aries of the province are eligible. 

That as many as possible may 
be present, the meetings are held 
during the summer at Kuliang, 
and ‘they form another of the 
sources of refreshment for which 
we look forward so eagerly to 
the Kuliang season. 

The range of topics this year 
led from “The Religious Psych- 
ology of the Chinese Youth” 
through the question of the “The 


Administration and Control of 
our Schools by the Chinese” and 
that of the Social Influence of 
the Day Schools on down, if we 
may say so, to the problem of 
how best to manage the boarding 
department of our boarding 
schools! Though the leading pa- 
pers were able, the interest in 
each case was probably keenest 
in the discussion which followed 
and in which the embers very 
freely took part. 
Some of our gleanings are:— 

“In addition to the value of 
recreation and physical develop- 
ment, Chinese boys need games 
as a means of developing a sense: 
of honesty and fair play, and a 
faculty for co-operation. 

“We must know our boys 
and their home problems better. 

“We must take more care 
for the health and physical de- 
velopment of our students. 

“Means must be used to in- 
crease the efficiency and to 
develop the personality and 
Christian character of our Chi- 
nese teachers. 

“Our Chinese workers must 
and can be given more respon-_ 
sibility, but the change must be 
sradual, and can well be made 
by taking promising workers 
more and more into the confi- 
dence of the foreign worker, 
and sharing responsibility be- 
fore transferring it. — 

Testimony on this last point 
from two of our most efficient 
Chinese workers was much to 
the point and greatly appre- 
ciated. M. W.G 
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Giving the Devils a Free Ride. 


There was great excitement 
when this boat, carrying the 
spirits of disease from some up- 
river town came sailing up to 
the boats at anchor near the Big 
Bridge. Some boats, whose own- 
ers did not wish to give an offer- 
ing to the spirits too hastily, let 
loose and pulled to one side while 
the women bowed and shook 
sticks of lighted incense in greet- 
ing. When the demon ship did 
bump into other boats, it was 
taken—boat, devils and all—to 
a nearby temple where the spirits 


- were entertained, feasted and sac- 


rificed to for a night and a day. 
Then they were given a royal 
send-off with drums and _ fire- 
crackers. Of course the demons 
were much flattered by all this 
attention and believed what these 
kind people told them-—-that the 
climate of a town farther down 


the river would suit them better ? 


than Foochow. 

This “sending the devils to sea” 
is a commonly observed custom 
in the fall, and these paper bosts 
are often seen being carried 
around the streets to invite the 
scattered devils to get in and 
havea ride. They are usually 
Jaunched at night so the devils 
can not see their way back to 
town if they should discover that 
the people had played a trick on 
them. 


R. G. Gold. 


Miss Edna Deahl started home 
on her furlough in June. En 
route she expected to spend some 
time with Miss Wiley. 


Miss Elizabeth Perkins spent 
the greater part of her vacation 
time at Kuling, the missionary 
summer settlement in the prov- 
ince north of us. 
she was able to visit several girls” 
schools, including Ginling College 
and aschool in Nang Chang con- 
ducted by Miss Honsinger of the 
Methodist Board. Mr. and Mrs. 
Riggs and Mr. and Mrs. McClure 
of the Shaowu station were also 
at Kuling. They have completed 
their year at the Nanking Lang- 
uage School and will go overland 
from Kuling to Shaown at the 
end of the summer. 


We are happy to see again the 
faces of Dr. and Mrs. Bliss and 
the two younger children as they 
return from furlough on their 
way back to Shaown. Dr. Bliss 
daly with him some interest- 

ng freight in the form of five 
thoroughbred Swiss goats, especi- 
» ally selected for their milkpro- 
ducing qualities. He will try to 
encourage the Chinese farmers 
to take up the raising of milch 
goats as the best solution of the 
milkless diet of the Chinese. He 
also brought with him some white 
Leghorn and Plymouth Rock 
fowls hoping to improve the size 
of the eggs obtainable in China. 


Mr. and Mrs. Christian were 
welcomed back from furlough 
most heartily, some extra thank- 
fulness being added in their wel- 
come because they brought with 
them two new workers for the 
Foochow station, Rev. and Mrs. 


Leger. 


On the way | 
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Dr. and Mrs. Bliss brought 
with them Miss Vera McRey nolds 
who will be Miss Waskdeli’s as- 
sociate in the work in Inghok, 
and will weet an urgent need in 
that field. 
| he usual annual summer con- 
ference of the Y. W. C. A. was 
held this year at the Foochow 
Girls College at Ponasang. Stud- 
ents from all girls’ schools within 
reasonable distance of Foochow 
were invited as delegates and 
this year’s registration totalled 
about ninety. Miss Harriet Bou- 
telle of Canton Y. W. C. A. was 
in charge of the conference which 
was mo.lelled as closely as 
sible after the student confer- 
ences at home. It is certain that 


13 


for at least some of the girls the 
conference meant a deepening of 
the spiritual life and a clearer 
vision of the meaning of service. 

The usual annual conference 
of physicians was held on Ku- 
liang with an attendance of eigh-— 
teen foreign physicians. These 
medical meetings offer a very 
stimulating opportunity for the 
discussion of medical subjects 
and the report of very interest- 
ing cases. This Fukien branch 
of the China Medical Missionary 
Association last year opened a 
dispensary on Kuliany for the 
Chinese which was continued 
this year, with plans for better 
service next year. 
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